Stylonychia lemnae strains from a North American site differ in a single nucleotide within the small subunit rDNA from Eurasian strains.
Stylonychia lemnae (Ciliophora, Spirotrichea), a member of the Stylonychia mytilus complex, shows a global distribution, occurring in many temperate fresh waters. As there are few descriptions of biogeographical patterns of ubiquitously occurring ciliated protozoans, we report a distinct sequence difference within the small subunit ribosomal DNA gene, which occurs only in the clones of S. lemnae isolated from the surroundings of Ithaca (USA) in comparison with clones of the same species from different regions in Europe, Asia, and South Africa.